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PRESCHOOL CONTEXT STATEMENT  uscatea: oaos & 1

"Communities united
through play”

Centre number: 3688 Strathalbyn Kindergarten and
3619 Strathalbyn Kindergarten: Outreach

Centre name: Strathalbyn Kindergarten and
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: Outreach

1. General information

o Centre name
Strathalbyn Kindergarten and
Strathalbyn Outreach Kindergarten
o Centre number
3688 Strathalbyn Kindergarten (open Monday to Friday inclusive) and
3619 Strathalbyn Outreach Kindergarten (open Wednesday to Friday inclusive)

° Preschool Director
Jakub Tuma
° Postal address

Strathalbyn Kindergarten: 9 Coronation Road, Strathalbyn, 5255

Strathalbyn Outreach kindergarten: 1A Burkett Drive, Strathalbyn, 5255
o Location address

Strathalbyn Kindergarten: 9 Coronation Road, Strathalbyn, 5255

Strathalbyn Outreach kindergarten: 1A Burkett Drive, Strathalbyn, 5255

o Telephone number(s)
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: 8536 2078
Strathalbyn Outreach: 8536 4511
o Fax number(s)
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: 8536 2470
Strathalbyn Outreach: 8536 4246
. Email address
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: kindy.director@strathkgn.sa.edu.au
Strathalbyn Outreach: strathou@strathoutkgn.sa.edu.au

. DECS District
Southern Sea & Vines - Fleurieu

o Geographical location — ie road distance from GPO (km)
56 kms

o Enrolment/Attendance
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: 55/53

Strathalbyn Outreach: 23/21



Co-located/stand-alone
Strathalbyn Kindergarten: Coronation Rd = stand alone

Strathalbyn Outreach Kindergarten: Burkett Drive =Co-located with Strathalbyn Child
Care Centre. Itis a DECS owned building.

Programs operating

@ Pre Entry
Yes — due to staffing Pre Entry consists of 2 to 3 visits a term.
@ Sessional Kindergarten for eligible children — 2 groups at Coronation Rd

1 group at Burkett Drive

Every eligible preschool child is entitled to 2 x 2% hour sessions and 1 x full day (8-45 am
to 3-00pm) per week for four terms prior to school entry.

@ Occasional Care (indicate whether funded or unfunded)
5 Funded Occasional Care sessions for over 2 year olds at Coronation Road only.
@ Lunch/Full Day Program
Yes, both sites offer each group one full day and 2 sessions.
@ Bilingual Support
Not required at present.
w Preschool Support
Yes/special needs.
Operating at both sites.

Key Centre Policies
Centre Priorities

The kindergarten completes an Annual Report at the end of each year and revises the
Site Learning plan at the beginning of each year.

Questionnaires are distributed to families during the year and form the basis of review in
determining future goals for the kindergarten.

The current priorities as stated in the Site Learning Plan 2004-2007 are:
(in brief)
To focus on Numeracy and Literacy as an integral component of the inclusive curriculum.

Improve engagement of students — recognise that each child has their own individual
learning style.

Retention and attendance — effective behaviour management in a safe, happy, nurturing
environment where children are encouraged to take pride in themselves and to respect
the needs of others.

Student/child wellbeing — behaviour management / rights and responsibilities. Every child
has the right to feel safe, respected and important.

Optimism — Mental Health — Resilience — children will be self confident, develop skills and
competencies. Networks with parents and other adults and peers, so they can deal with
adverse situations when they arise. Please Note: Strathalbyn Kindergarten is
actively involved in the ‘Healthy Minds’ pilot project.

Social Inclusion — including children with special needs in the full spectrum of the
kindergarten program and curriculum. We provide a broad, inclusive curriculum.



Curriculum

Framework used: South Australian Curriculum Standards and Accountability (SACSA)

The SACSA framework and Protective Behaviour principles are used as the
framework for curriculum development.

Core Values

The kindergarten staff work as a team over 2 sites to provide a play based program
in a safe and nurturing environment in order to develop the knowledge, skills and
attitudes of Kindergarten, Occasional Care and Child-Care children where applicable.
It is our aim that children will begin to develop a positive self-concept in relation to
themselves as learners, their family, their peers and the community, and have the
opportunity to develop the desire to learn. We rely on good communication with
children, parents, staff and other service providers in meeting the needs of individual
children.

Specific curriculum approaches

All parents are asked to attend the first pre entry session where staff provides
information re the Kindergarten’s curriculum — based on The SACSA Framework.
(Why we do what we do).

Upon commencing kindergarten, each child’s family is given the opportunity to
complete a questionnaire detailing their child’s interests, strengths, hope for
kindergarten and areas which need further developing. The staff uses this as an
early resource in determining future directions for individual children. At
approximately half-way during their kindergarten year, parents of kindergarten
children are offered the opportunity for an interview with kindergarten staff
concerning their child’s development at kindergarten. Please Note: Staff are
prepared to talk to parents at any time. Also when staff detects a need for a child,
they approach the parents to make a time to discuss the issue.

A portfolio is developed with each child during their time at kindergarten, providing a
collection of children’s artwork, their literacy and numeracy projects, photographs and
kindergarten experiences along with a summative report that is presented to the
child and their family prior to school transition. The parents then have an opportunity
to comment on their child’s summative report their reflection’s of their child’s time at
kindergarten. This document is then shared with the appropriate school upon
parental consent.

Joint programmes/special curriculum projects

All kindergartens in the Southern Sea and Vines District are involved in the ‘Healthy
Minds’ research project. This project has secured funding to conduct a longitudinal
study on the ‘prevalence of Mental Health Problems and Predictive Factors for
Psychological Resilience in Pre School Children’. It is being conducted by Dr Lauren
Miller-Lewis from the Women and Children’s’ Hospital.

Centre Based Staff
Staff Profile

Director PSD3 — 1.0 —  Director works Monday and Tuesday at Coronation Road
and Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at Burkett Drive.
Currently Thurs / Fri afternoons are divided into program
planning and assessment at both sites one week and admin
on the two afternoons the next week.

This tenure will conclude January 2007.
Teacher— 2.0 — One Teacher = 1.0 time at Coronation Road.
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One Teacher = 0.50 at Coronation Road.

One Teacher = 0.50 at Burkett Drive
ECW 1 0.6 at Coronation Road. 0.1 of this position is site funded.
ECW 2 0.51 Occasional Care at Coronation Road.

Performance Management Program

All staff undergo a Performance Development Review during 15t and 3™ terms.

Access to special support staff

Support Workers are employed through funding provided by DECS Fleurieu District
Office and Kindergarten Early Intervention Assistance funding to work with children
with special needs during the kindergarten session. DECS Speech Pathologist,
Psychologist and Special Educators from the Fleurieu District Office visit and support
children with special needs and kindergarten staff.

Other

Over the past few years, Strathalbyn Kindergarten has benefited from the
employment of staff who are employed to work at Strathalbyn Kindergartens. This
can be dependent on the fraction of time worked, with the best interests of the
children paramount. The Director in consultation with the teaching staff determines
which staff position best suits the individual needs of each kindergarten site.
Encouragement of a kindergarten staff team across both sites has been extremely
important and successful in developing a cohesive kindergarten staff team in
Strathalbyn. At times according to need, staff members are required to work at either
site, responding to the needs of the families and working in co-operation with the staff
and children’s services provided at either Centre. Staff meetings are held every
Thursday afternoon around 3.30 pm.

It has been useful for the Director to spend time at either site during each week;
implementing the program, meeting children and their family needs, supporting and
liasing with the staff, and addressing administrative demands.

The Director is responsible for Kindergarten and Occasional Care staff management
and support, plus liaison and co-operation with the Long Day Child Care Director and
child care staff. The Director also oversees and supports the kindergarten lunch care
worker, bus care supervisor and contract cleaner.

Centre Facilities

Buildings and grounds

Both centres are built on land owned by Alexandrina council with a peppercorn lease.
Both centres are accessible to the disabled.
Coronation Road

34 year old building that has been upgraded, incorporating facilities for Occasional
care.

Large outdoor learning environment with ample shade facilities.
Watercourse leading into a second sanded area.

School buses are available pending space for families in outlying areas.
Burkett Drive

Under the same roof as the child-care centre. Kindergarten uses a third of the
building with a shared rectangular shape back yard.

Shared staff room with child-care. Kindergarten has own office.



Capacity (per session)

Coronation Road Kindergarten is a full time Centre which offers 2 x 4 sessions of
kindergarten per week.

The centre can cater for 35 full time pre school children and up to 10 Occasional care
children at one time. Each group has 1 full day (with a lunch care programme — one
staff and a paid lunch care worker), 11.00am and 1.00pm session.

Occasional Care offers up to 10 places for 5 sessions per week — with a provision to
book 1 session at a time — for children over 2 years to participate in an integrated
program at Coronation Road kindergarten. Occasional Care Program operates 2
sessions Tuesday morning, one a.m. session on a Wednesday and 2 sessions
Thursday.

Burkett Drive (co-located with a full time long day care service with Strathalbyn
Children’s Centre).

Kindergarten 4 sessions per week (Wednesday all day, Thursday and Friday
mornings).

Burkett Drive currently operates half time per week and offers 4 sessions per week
for up to 25 children to attend in addition to a kindergarten lunchtime program.

Child attendance at the Outreach is now congruent with the parent requiring long day
care (in line with the Child Care Centre’s enrolment policy).

A full time Long Day Child Care Centre operates in the same building as the co-
located 0.5 kindergarten at Burkett Drive; both over 2 year old and kindergarten
children share the same outdoor play-space. The under 2 year old children have a
separate play area. The Long Day Child Care centre operates from 6.30am to
6.00pm and is licensed for 15 under 2 year old and 45 over 2 year old children.
Sessions operate from 6.30am to 12.15pm and 12.15 to 6.00pm; with a
“kindergarten-care” program available for children who access kindergarten.

Centre Ownership
Department of Education and Children’s Services (DECS).
Centre’s financial position

The kindergarten asks for $35 term contribution + $20 lunch care fee per term, if a
child has been accepted to use the school bus we ask for another $20 per term. The
bus charge is to help offset the payment we make to our bus supervisor. The
Governing Council voted to continue minor fundraising in addition to DECS
payments.

Funding for Early Assistance support and resources has been valuable in meeting
special needs of children and their families.

Additional funding for special purposes such as Training and Development.
Self Management has enabled the Kindergarten to strengthen its financial status.

Both Kindergartens provide a short Pre-entry program during the term prior to the
term the child commences. This includes parent information meetings about how
kindergarten operates and what experiences are available for the children. Pre-entry
also includes visits to the kindergarten the children will be attending as a pre-entry
group.

A “kindergarten care” program is offered by the co-located Long Day Child Care
program for before and after kindergarten care in the child-care section.

The Kindergarten and the Long Day Child Care service are managed by independent
Governing Council / Management Committees.



6.

Local Community (intended for country preschools)

General characteristics: (eg types of work available, languages usually spoken at home,
local developments)

Strathalbyn and District Community consist mainly of Anglo Saxon families. Farmers
— grain crops, grape growing/wine making, vegetables and fruit. There is a growing
number of families with members who commute to Adelaide or nearby townships for
work, and families who live and work within the township of Strathalbyn. It is a
mixture of country and city experiencing the advantages and disadvantages of living
outside the metropolitan area but within proximity of the city. This location provides
at times benefits and limitations regarding service provision to the families of the
district.

A bus service is provided for children in outlying areas to access kindergarten
through the use of the Eastern Fleurieu School bus service. The kindergarten
ensures supervision of children during their transition from buses in their travel to and
from kindergarten by employing an extra person.

Children

Prior to each child commencing Pre-entry, discussions are held with every family on
a group and individual basis in order to determine which kindergarten children will
attend in Strathalbyn according to places available and the child and family’s
individual need.

Coronation Road kindergarten offers priority of access to families who rely on the bus
service, or live in close proximity without transport. Burkett Drive (Outreach)
kindergarten offers priority of access to working families who use the Long Day Child
Care centre and rely on before and after kindergarten care, or live in close proximity
without transport. Consequently children from a majority of rural families attend
Coronation Road kindergarten and children from a majority of families who work
away from home attend Burkett Drive kindergarten.

The kindergarten Director works closely with families in determining which Centre is
able to best meet the needs of individual children and their families.

The kindergarten works closely with the Eastern Fleurieu School, especially the
Strathalbyn R-6 Campus Principals and Reception Teachers. Co-operation exists in
developing, encouraging and implementing transition for children and their families
between the sites..

The Director is involved in the ‘Family Links’ program which encompasses all early
childhood services in the Southern Fleurieu district.

There is a joint constitution for both kindergarten sites.

Strathalbyn Kindergarten has one Governing Council to oversee both sites, and is
made up of parents from both centres.

The Annual General Meeting is held each November when the committee for the
next year is elected, including office bearers. The Governing Council has about 12
members and meets together with the Director and one Teaching staff representative
once a month to discuss topics relevant to the running of the Kindergarten and to be
involved in decision-making. For example; Site learning plans, policies, curriculum,
budget, fundraising, purchase of equipment.

The committee is responsible for the employment and overseeing of the contract
cleaner, lunch-time worker and bus supervisor.



Parent and community involvement in the preschool

Parents are encouraged to be a part of both centres’ programs. We ask for help in
the form of rosters, and at the level each parent feels comfortable while at
kindergarten.

Parents are encouraged to attend kindergarten at any time and participate in the
Kindergarten program. In addition a parent help roster operates at both sites which
enable parents to attend Kindergarten approximately twice a term to play with the
children and help with the Kindergarten’s daily routine.

Schools to which children generally transfer from this preschool

Children attend the various Eastern Fleurieu School Campus’ — Strathalbyn which
also provides Out of School Hours Care (OSHC), Langhorne Creek, Ashbourne,
Milang. A few children transfer to the Christian School in Strathalbyn, and others
attend St Marks Lutheran or St Francis Catholic schools in Mount Barker.

Other local care and educational facilities, eg child care, schools, OSHC

There is a community based Child Care Centre (co-located with the Burkett Drive
Kindergarten. The local Eastern Fleurieu school campus R-6 provides Out of School
Hours Care.

Commercial/industrial and shopping facilities

Strathalbyn has 2 Supermarkets, a Post Office, three banks and a wide variety of
general and exclusive shops.

Clipsal Industries and the Wine Industry would be our biggest local employers.
Other local facilities, eg medical, sporting, social, cultural, recreational

There is a hospital, Dentist surgery and Doctors surgery plus visiting medical
providers, physio, OT, surgeon, CYHS nurse,. The nearest access to Dept of
Community Services and Social Security is at Mt Barker.

Families also access Adelaide Hills Community Health Service for speech and
occupational therapy, social work issues and family support etc in Mt Barker.

Availability of staff housing
N/A, but there are rental or private purchase opportunities.

Accessibility to Adelaide and relevant major centres, including public transport
and its availability, frequency and cost (especially by air), road quality

Many families need to travel to Adelaide for specialist services. A public bus service
runs to and from Strathalbyn at the beginning and end of the day during the working
week. Transport is an issue for families without a car.

Local Government body (name, phone number), availability of publications
describing the local area (with source, cost), characteristics, level of involvement

Alexandrina telephone: 8855 2202. Call office hours for publications.

Further Comments

Establishment of new services and/or programs

In keeping with the Federal Grants for Literacy and Numeracy — kindergarten staff
are mindful that our programs and practices have a Literacy & Numeracy foci.



